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Building Planning Miscellaneous 
Provisions

Course Information

Building Planning Miscellaneous Provisions
1 Hour General Credit
Training Provider: Florida Home Builders Association
2600 Centennial Place  Tallahassee, FL  32308
Phone: (850)402-1849
FHBA.com
CILB & BCAIB Provider # 0000916
FBPE Provider # 0008653

Date: July 24 & 25, 2024
Location: Orlando, FL
CILB Approval # 0614907
BCAIB Approval # 5009513
FBPE Approval # 008653
Instructor: Shane Gerwig, southeastcode@gmail.com

Today’s Training is Made Possible Through
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BUILDING PLANNING 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

FLORIDA BUILDING CODE CHAPTER 3

• Wind Design

• Structural Design

• Fire Resistance

• Egress

• Flood Protection

• Miscellaneous Provisions

WHAT IS A HABITABLE ROOM?

Living Space Sleeping Area Dining and Cooking

Habitable spaces are the core living areas within a building, excluding 
auxiliary spaces like bathrooms, closets, and storage areas.
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R303.1 HABITABLE ROOMS 
LIGHT AND VENTILATION

LIGHT AND VENTILATION EXEMPTIONS

• Habitable Rooms Glazed Areas

• Kitchen Glazed Areas

• Rooms with Artificial Lighting

• Sunrooms and Patio Covers

GLAZED OPENINGS

7

8

9



4/4/2025

4

SUNROOM EXCEPTION

ADJOINING ROOMS

Definition Opening Requirements Ventilation and Lighting

Common Wall Flexibility in Design

BATHROOM VENTILATION

Bathroom Glazing Requirement Exception to Glazing Requirement Ventilation and Lighting Importance

The building code ensures that bathrooms and similar spaces have adequate 
natural lighting and ventilation, or are provided with artificial solutions, to 

promote a safe and healthy environment for occupants.
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BATHROOM AND OTHER EXHAUST OPENINGS

Exhaust Openings Pedestrian Comfort

By ensuring that exhaust openings are not directed onto walkways, building 
designers can prioritize the safety and comfort of the people using the space.

MECHANICAL VENTILATION

• R303.4 Mechanical Ventilation

• Air Infiltration Rate

• Whole-House Mechanical 
Ventilation

OUTSIDE AIR INTAKE

• Intake Openings

• Exceptions

• Dwelling Unit Exhaust
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STAIR LIGHTING

REQUIRED HEATING

Heating System Requirement Minimum Temperature

Ensuring all dwelling units have a properly installed and functioning heating system is crucial for 
the comfort and safety of the occupants, as well as compliance with local building codes.

MINIMUM ROOM AREAS

Minimum Habitable Room Area Minimum Room Dimensions

These requirements ensure that habitable rooms provide adequate living 
space and proper dimensions for comfortable living.
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LOW CEILINGS

Ceiling Height Requirement

In summary, the building code sets specific requirements for ceiling heights 
in habitable rooms, and areas with ceilings below the minimum heights do 

not contribute to the minimum required habitable area.

MINIMUM CEILING HEIGHTS

• Minimum Ceiling Height

• Bathroom and Laundry Ceiling Height

• Sloped Ceiling Exceptions

• Shower and Tub Clearance

• Basement Obstructions

• Beam and Girder Clearance

PLUMBING FIXTURE MINIMUM CLEARANCE

Fixture Minimum Clearance

Water Closet

15 inches (381 mm) from center to any side wall, 
partition or vanity, 30 inches (762 mm) center-
to-center between adjacent fixtures, 21 inches 

(533 mm) in front

Lavatory

Bidet
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BATHTUB AND SHOWERS

GLAZING IDENTIFICATION

Identification Requirements

Designation Types

Label Permitted

Exceptions

The slide covers the identification requirements for glazing installed in hazardous locations, 
including the types of acceptable designations and the exceptions to the rule.

UNTITLED #2

• Individual Glazed Areas • Mirrors and Other Glass Panels

• Glass Unit Masonry
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SAFETY GLAZING IN DOORS

Glazing in Fixed Panels Glazing in Operable Panels Decorative Glazing Exemption

Glazing in doors must be carefully considered to ensure 
safety, with the exception of decorative glazing.

SAFETY GLAZING ADJACENT TO DOORS

Glazing adjacent to doors Proximity to door Exceptions

Identifying and properly addressing hazardous glazing locations adjacent to 
doors is crucial for ensuring the safety of building occupants.

SAFETY GLAZING IN WONDOWS

Pane Size Distance from Floor Height from Floor Proximity to Walking 
Surfaces

These conditions define a hazardous location for glazing in windows, 
requiring additional safety measures to be implemented.
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GLAZING IN GUARDS AND RAILINGS

Glazing in Guards and Railings Hazardous Location Structural vs. Non-Structural

Designers and builders must be aware of the hazardous nature of glazing in guards and 
railings and take appropriate measures to ensure the safety of occupants.

GLAZING IN WET AREAS

Glazing Within 60 Horizontal Inches Vertical Measurement of Glazing Applies to Single and Multiple Glazing

To ensure safety, building codes mandate specific requirements for glazing near wet 
surfaces, such as hot tubs, pools, and showers, to minimize the risk of injury.

SAFETY GLAZING NEAR STAIRS AND RAMPS
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SITE ADDRESSES

• Address Identification Requirement

• Address Characters

• Contrast and Visibility

• Additional Locations

• Private Road Access

• Address Maintenance

BATHROOM ACCESSIBILITY

Minimum bathroom requirement Bathroom door width Toilet room width

These requirements ensure accessibility and privacy for 
bathrooms in new residential construction.

Termite Protection
R318.1 TERMITE PROTECTION REQUIRED WITH 
REGISTERED TERMITICIDE

• INTENDED FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION BY FLORIDA 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

• FLORIDA STATUTES CHAPTER 487
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Termite Protection
R318.1 TERMITE PROTECTION

• COMPLIANCE FROM LICENSED PEST CONTROL 
COMPANY TO VERIFY COMPLIANCE WITH RULES AND 
LAWS ESTABLISHED BY DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

• NO PROVISIONS FOR OWNER-BUILDER

Termite Protection
R318.1 TERMITE PROTECTION INITIAL TREATMENT

• DONE AFTER EXCAVATION, BACKFILLING, AND 
COMPACTING COMPLETE

• ENTIRE AREA UNDER BUILDING AND WITHIN 1’

Termite Protection
R318.1 TERMITE PROTECTION INITIAL TREATMENT

• RETREAT IF AREA IS DISTURBED OR RAINED ON

• PROTECT FROM RAIN WITH 6 MIL VAPOR RETARDER

• CONCRETE OVERPOUR MUST BE REMOVED
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Termite Protection
R318.1 TERMITE PROTECTION BAIT SYSTEMS

• R318.1.1-R318.1.6 DO NOT APPLY

• SUBMIT SIGNED CONTRACT TO ASSURE INSTALLATION, 
MAINTENANCE, AND MONITORING

• PROVIDE NOTICE THAT BAITING SYSTEM IS TO BE 
USED PRIOR TO POURING SLAB

Termite Protection
R318.1 TERMITE WOOD TREATMENT SYSTEM

• R318.1.1-R318.1.6 DO NOT APPLY

• COMPLETED PRIOR TO FINAL BUILDING APPROVAL

Termite Protection
R318.2 PENETRATION SLEEVES

• NOT OF CELLULOSE CONTAINING MATERIALS

• MAX THICKNESS OF 0.01”

• SEALED WITHIN THE SLAB TO ELIMINATE ANNULAR 
SPACE

• TREATMENT NOT BE APPLIED INSIDE SLEEVE
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Termite Protection
R318.3 CLEANING

• CELLS AND CAVITIES IN MASONRY UNITS SHALL BE 
FREE OF WOOD OR OTHER CELLULOSE MATERIAL

• SOIL MAY BE USED TO FILL VOIDS IN MASONRY IF 
PLACED PRIOR TO TREATMENT.

Termite Protection
R318.4 CONCRETE BEARING LEDGE

• COLD JOINTS NOT PERMITTED

Termite Protection
R318.5 PROTECTION AGAINST DECAY AND TERMITES

• CONDENSATE LINES, IRRIGATION HEADS, AND 
DOWNSPOUTS SHALL DISCHARGE FROM BUILDING AT 
LEAST ONE FOOT FROM STRUCTURE.

• GUTTERS ARE REQUIRED IF OVERHANG <6”
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Termite Protection
R318.6 AREA UNDER BUILDING AND WITHIN 1’ SHALL BE 
CLEAN

• NO VEGETATION OR STUMPS

• NO DEAD ROOTS

• NO TRASH, CARDBOARD, OR FOREIGN MATERIAL

• MUST BE COMPACTED

Termite Protection
R318.6 AREA UNDER BUILDING AND WITHIN 1’ SHALL BE 
CLEAN

• FORMS AND OTHER WOOD SHALL BE REMOVED

Termite Protection
R318.7 INSPECTION FOR TERMITES

• CLEARANCE BETWEEN GRADE AND WALL COVERINGS 
MUST BE AT LEAST 6 INCHES (4 INCHES FOR PATIO).

• PAINT, CEMENTITIOUS FINISH, MASONRY VENEERS DO 
NOT APPLY
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Termite Protection
R318.8 FOAM PLASTIC PROTECTION IN VERY HEAVY AREAS 
AS IDENTIFIED BY R301.2(6)

• FOAM PLASTICS CAN NOT BE INSTALLED BELOW 
GRADE OR WITHIN 6 INCHES OF GRADE ON 
COMBUSTIBLE OR NOT TREATED

• ACCEPTABLE ON INTERIOR OF BASEMENT WALLS

AIRPORT NOISE

• Airport Noise Study Guidelines

• Noise Attenuation Requirements

• Minimum dBA Reduction
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