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Florida Building Code 
Development: How Did That 

Get In There?

Course Information

Florida Building Code Development: How Did That Get In There?
1 Hour General Credit
Training Provider: Florida Home Builders Association
2600 Centennial Place  Tallahassee, FL  32308
Phone: (850)402-1849
FHBA.com
CILB & BCAIB Provider # 0000916
FBPE Provider # 0008653

Date: July 24 & 25, 2024
Location: Orlando, FL
CILB Approval # 0614913
BCAIB Approval # 5009517
FBPE Approval # 008653
Instructor: Shane Gerwig, southeastcode@gmail.com

Today’s Training is Made Possible Through
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FLORIDA BUILDING CODE 
DEVELOPMENT-HOW DID THAT GET IN 
THERE?

THE FLORIDA BUILDING CODE LEGISLATIVE INTENT

Purpose & Intent Scope & Application Consistency & Simplicity

Flexibility & Innovation Minimum Standards

FLORIDA BUILDING CODE GOVERNANCE

Florida Building Code Enforcement Statutory Authority

The Florida Building Commission is responsible for the Florida Building Code, which 
is enforced by state and local authorities according to Florida law.
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FLORIDA FIRE PREVENTION CODE

Florida Fire Prevention Code and Life Safety 
Code

Incorporation into Florida Building Code

Conflict Resolution

The legislature has established the intent for the adoption, maintenance, and integration of the 
Florida Fire Prevention Code and Life Safety Code into the Florida Building Code, with a focus 

on ensuring consistency and resolving any potential conflicts.

FLORIDA BUILDING COMMISSION

Florida Building Commission Composition Governor Appointed Members

Stakeholder Recommendations

The Florida Building Commission is a critical entity that brings together key stakeholders to 
ensure the development and enforcement of building codes that prioritize safety, 

accessibility, and the unique needs of the state's built environment.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CHAIRMAN

Preside over Commission 
Meetings

Appoint Committees Serve as Official Spokesman

Delegate Staff and Committee 
Assignments

Review Committee Membership Appoint Vice-Chairman and 
Committee Chairs
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FLORIDA BUILDING COMMISSION

Building Code Adoption Scope of Building Code

The slide outlines the key aspects of the commission's responsibility to adopt the Florida Building 
Code, which covers the comprehensive regulations for building construction and safety.

FLORIDA ACCESSIBILITY CODE

Florida Accessibility Code Civil Rights Portions Restrictions on Revisions

The slide outlines the key aspects of the Florida Accessibility Code for Building 
Construction and its integration with the Florida Building Code.

BUILDING CODE DEVELOPMENT

Building Code Updates Maintaining Federal 
Eligibility

Energy Efficiency Codes

The commission has a comprehensive process for regularly updating the 
Florida Building Code to ensure it aligns with the latest industry standards 

and maintains eligibility for important federal programs.
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WIND RELATED MODIFICATIONS

Florida Building Code Requirements Modification Restrictions Commission Discretion

The Florida Building Code aims to ensure strong and resilient construction practices, with 
limited flexibility for the Commission to improve upon the established standards.

MODEL CODE EVALUATION

Overlap with Florida Building Code Direct Correlation

Energy Efficiency Standards Federal Funding and Discounts

FBC TRIANNUAL UPDATE

Latest updates of 
model codes 
published

Code changes 
listed and posted 
for public review

Changes affecting 
residential 
construction 
reviewed

RCCIWG report 
made available

TAC Review

Commission Review

After the TACs review, 
the Commission shall 
meet to decide model 
code provisions
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TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE REVIEW

• TACs to Review Model Code Provisions

• Overlapping Multiple TACs

• Review Public Comments

• Recommendation 1: Reject Model Code Provisions

• Recommendation 2: Approve Model Code 
Provisions

• Recommendation 3: Individual Consideration

OUT OF CYCLE AMENDMENTS

Code Amendments Proposal Submission Insufficient Proposals Sufficient Proposals

The Commission has a well-defined process for amending the 
building code, ensuring transparency and public participation.

AMENDMENT PROCESS

Proposed Amendment 
Hearing

TAC Recommendation 
Consideration

TAC Amendment 
Modification

Final TAC 
Recommendation
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COMISSION PROCESS

Commission Approval of Amendments

Three-Fourths Vote Requirement

Failed Proposals

Modification of Proposals

The slide covers the key aspects of the Commission's decision-making process for approving and 
modifying proposed amendments, including the voting requirements and procedures.

BUILDING CODE ADMENDMENTS

45 days

Technical Advisory 
Committee meeting

45 days

Florida Building 
Commission Public 
hearing

Three month waiting 
period

FLORIDA BUILDING CODE SCOPE

• Construction

• Alteration

• Relocation

• Enlargement

• Replacement

• Repair

• Equipment

• Use and Occupancy

• Location

• Maintenance

• Removal and Demolition
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FLORIDA BUILDING CODE PURPOSE

• Structural Strength

• Means of Egress

• Sanitation

• Adequate Light and Ventilation

• Energy Conservation

• Fire and Safety Hazards

GET INVOLVED

Florida Building Code Public Participation

Technical Committees

Code Adoption Cycle

Code and Standards 
Committee

Engaging in the Florida building code development process can help 
shape the construction standards that impact your community. Get 

involved to ensure your interests and concerns are represented.
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